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AN ORDER OF SERVICE FOR
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CELEBRANT & PREACHER: REV NAVIN K JOHN

CALL TO WORSHIP

Presbyter: 'Do I not fill heaven and earth?' says the Lord.
Cong: Now the Word is made flesh and laid in a manger.

Presbyter: From eternity to eternity you are God,
Cong : And now we see you as a newborn child.

The Greeting: 

Presbyter: Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you

Cong : And also with you.

OPENING HYMN:  

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels!

Refrain : O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord! 

2. Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest!

3. Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning
Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv'n;
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing

Invitation to Confession

Presbyter: Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness 
of our hearts. In his light let us examine ourselves and 
confess our sins.

Silence is kept.

Presbyter: God our Father, you sent your Son full of grace and truth: 
forgive our failure to receive him. Lord, have mercy.

Cong: Son of God, have mercy upon us.
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Presbyter: Jesus our Saviour, you were born in poverty and laid in a 
manger: forgive our greed and rejection of your ways, Lord  
have mercy.

Cong: Son of God, have mercy upon us.

Leader: Spirit of love, your servant Mary responded joyfully to 
your call: forgive the hardness of our hearts. Lord, have 
mercy.

C: Son of God, have mercy upon us.

ABSOLUTION

May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw us to himself, that we 
may behold the glory of his Son, the Word made flesh, and be cleansed 
from all our sins, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

All sing : Gloria in excelsis deo (2)

THE COLLECT

Let us pray in the peace of this Christmas celebration
that our joy in the birth of Christ will last for ever.

Silence 

Christmas Eve

Glorious God, we exalt your holy name for manifesting you 
steadfast love towards human kind in manifold ways, particularly 
in sending your only begotten son to this world.  Enable us to glorify 
your name by joining the heavenly hosts and singing “Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, good will towards human kind”, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the 
oly spirit, one God, now and ever. Amen.

Christmas Day

Ever merciful God, we thank you for this day on which we celebrate 
the birth of your son Jesus Christ; Grant that we, who have been 
born again and made your children by adoption and grace upon 
grace, may daily be renewed, through our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and 
forever. Amen.
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The Peace

Christmas Eve

This holy night the angels sang, 'Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
on earth peace to all in whom he delights.' Luke 2.14

Christmas Day

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name shall be 
called the Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9.6

The peace of the Lord be always with you

C: And also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. All exchange a sign of 
peace.

GALATIANS 04:01-07

LUKE 02:01-14 

Hymn: What Child is this, who, laid to rest

1. What Child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?

Lighting of Christmas Candle

We light this candle as a sign of God's Spirit at work in the world, Loving 
God, we thank you for your mystery of the Incarnation  Emmanuel, God 
with us. Help us receive the Light of Christ in our hearts and share it 
generously and joyfully in our families and communities. We ask this in 
the name of the one born in Bethlehem, Jesus our Lord.

All: God of reconciliation, source of all life, may we seek Christ with 
the wonder and curiosity of a child, may we find Christ flowing 
through your beloved waters and healing your beloved land, 
and may we wait on Christ, the reconciler of nations and 
peoples, whose reign of justice will never end. Amen

OLD TESTAMENT ISAIAH 09:01-07

EPISTLE 

GOSPEL
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Refrain : This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
This, this is Christ the King,
The Babe, the Son of Mary.

2. Why lies He in such mean estate
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.

3. So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh
Come, peasant, king, to own Him;
The King of kings salvation brings,
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.

SERMON : 

The Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, And of all things Visible and invisible: And in one Lord Jesus 
Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of his Father before 
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of very God, 
Begotten, not made, Being of one substance with the Father, By 
whom all things were made: who for us , and for our salvation, came 
down from heaven, And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
Virgin Mary, And was made man, And was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried, And the third day 
he rose again according to the Scriptures, And ascended into 
heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And he shall 
come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead: Whose 
kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord, the Giver of life, Who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and 
the Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spake by the 
Prophets.

And I believe One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins.  And I look for 
the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come. 
Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Prayers of Intercession

When used during the day, the words 'on this holy day' are substituted for 
'on this holy night'.

Presbyter: In peace let us pray to the Lord. Father, [on this holy night] 
your Son our  Saviour was born in human flesh. Renew your 
Church as the Body of  Christ. Holy God

C: Hear our prayer.

Leader: [On this holy night] there was no room for your Son in the 
inn. Protect with your love those who have no home and all 
who live in  poverty. Holy God

C: Hear our prayer.

Leader:  [On this holy night] Mary, in the pain of labour, brought 
your Son to  birth. Hold in your hand all who are in pain or 
distress. Holy God

C: Hear our prayer.

Leader: [On this holy night] your Christ came as a light shining in the 
darkness. Bring comfort to all who suffer in the sadness of 
our world. Holy God

C: Hear our prayer.

Leader: [On this holy night] the angels sang, 'Peace to God's people 
on earth.' Strengthen those who work for peace and justice 
in all the world. Holy God

C : Hear our prayer.

Leader: [On this holy night] shepherds in the field heard good tidings 
of joy. Give us grace to preach the gospel of Christ's 
redemption. Holy God

C: Hear our prayer.

Leader: [On this holy night] heaven has come down to earth, and 
earth is raised to heaven. Hold in your hand all those who 
have passed through death in the hope of your coming 
kingdom. Holy God

C: Hear our prayer.

Leader: [On this holy night] Christians the world over celebrate 
Christ's birth. Open our hearts that he may be born in us 
today. Holy God
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C : Hear our prayer.

Presbyter: Father, [on this holy night] angels and shepherds 
worshipped at the manger throne. Receive the worship we 
offer in fellowship with Mary and Joseph and through him 
who is your Word made flesh, our Saviour Jesus Christ.

C : Amen.

Breaking  of the bread

Presbyter:

OFFERTORY HYMN:  

While shepherds watched their flocks by night.

1. While shepherds watched their flocks by night,
All seated on the ground
The angel of the Lord came down,
And glory shone around.

2. “Fear not!” said he; for mighty dread
Had seized their troubled mind,
“Glad tidings of great joy I bring
To you and all mankind.

3. “To you, in David's town this day,
Is born of David's line,
The Saviour who is Christ the Lord,
And this shall be the sign.

4.  “The heavenly Babe you there shall find
To human view displayed,
All meanly wrapped in swathing bands,
And in a manger laid.

5.  “All glory be to God on high
And to the earth be peace:
Goodwill henceforth from heav'n to men,
Begin and never cease.”

How very good and pleasant it is when people of God live 
together in unity

All:  Now  I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I 
will sing and make melody to the Lord.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER: 

Presbyter: O Father, you have given us a new and living way to offer 
ourselves to you.  Though unworthy, we come to you as 
we are by that Way, your Son, Jesus of Nazareth; and in 
his name we ask you to accept and use us, and these gifts 
however it best pleases you.  All that is created is yours 
and everything that we can offer already belongs to you. 
Amen.

Cong: Be present, be present, O Jesus, thou good High Priest, 
as thou wast in the midst of thy disciples and make 
thyself known to us in the breaking of the bread, who 
livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, world without end. Amen.

Presbyter: The Lord be with you: 
Cong: And with thy Spirit.

Presbyter: Lift up your hearts.
Cong: We lift them up unto the Lord.

Presbyter: Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
Cong: It is meet and right so to do.

Presbyter: It is verily meet, right, and our bounden duty that we 
should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto 
thee, O Lord, Holy Father, almighty and everlasting God; 
Through Jesus Christ thy Son, our Lord, through whom 
thou didst create the heavens and the earth and all that in 
them is, and didst make man in thine own image, and 
when he had fallen into sin didst redeem him to be the 
first fruits of a new creation.

Cong: Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious 
name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts, heaven and earth 
are full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord, most 
high. Blessed be he that hath come and is to come in 
the name of the lord, Hosanna in the highest.
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Presbyter: Truly holy, truly blessed are thou, O heavenly Father, who 
of thy tender love towards mankind didst give thine only 
Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him and to suffer 
death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, 
by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, 
and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the 
sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy 
gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of 
that  his precious death, until his coming again; who, in 
the same night that he was betrayed, took bread, and when 
he had given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, Take, eat, this is my body which is given 
for you: do this in remembrance of me. Like wise after 
supper he took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them saying, Drink ye all of this; for this is my 
blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the remission of sins: do this, as often as ye shall 
drink it, in remembrance of me.

Cong: Amen. Thy death, O Lord, we commemorate, thy 
resurrection we confess, and thy second coming we 
await. Glory be to thee, O Christ.

Presbyter: Wherefore, O Father, having in remembrance the precious 
death and passion, and glorious resurrection and 
ascension, of thy Son our Lord, we thy servants do this in 
remembrance of him, as he hath commanded, until his 
coming again, giving thanks to thee for the perfect 
redemption which thou hast wrought for us in him.

Cong: We give thanks to thee, we praise thee, we glorify thee, 
O Lord our God.

Presbyter :And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to 
sanctify with thy Holy Spirit  us and these thine own gifts 
of bread and wine, that the bread which we break may be 
the communion of the body of Christ, and the cup which 
we bless the communion of the blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may all attain to the 
unity of the faith, and may grow up in all things unto him 
who is the Head, even Christ, our Lord, by whom and 
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with whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and 
glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. 

Cong: Amen.

Presbyter: As our Saviour Christ hath commanded and taught us, we 
are bold to say:

Cong: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done; In earth as it is 
in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And 
forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that 
trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, The 
power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.

THE PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS :
Cong: We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O 

merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but 
in thy manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table.  
But thou art the same Lord, whose property is always 
to have mercy: Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to 
eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink 
his blood, that our sinful bodies and souls may be made 
clean by his most precious body and blood, and that we 
may evermore dwell in him, and he is us. Amen.

Presbyter: The bread which we break, is it not a communion in the 
body of Christ?

Cong: We seek to share your life, gracious God.

Presbyter: When we lift the cup, do we not share in the life-blood of 

Christ

Cong: We seek to share your life, gracious God.

Cong: O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 
have mercy upon    us.

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 
have mercy upon us.
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O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 
grant us thy peace.

Presbyter: The things of God for the people of God.  You may draw 
near to the Lord's table.

Prayer after Communion

Presbyter: Having now by faith received the sacrament of the Body 
and Blood of Christ, let us give thanks.

Cong: O Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, who hast 
accepted us as thy  children in thy beloved Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord, and hast fed us  with the spiritual 
food of his most precious Body and Blood, giving us  
the forgiveness of our sins and the promise of 
everlasting life:  We  thank and praise thee for these 
inestimable benefit, and we offer and present unto 
thee ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be a holy and 
living sacrifice, which is our reasonable service.  
Grant us grace not to be conformed to this world, 
but to be transformed by the renewing of our minds, 
that we may learn what is thy good and perfect will, 
and so obey thee here on earth, that we may at the 
last rejoice with all thy saints in thy heavenly 
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth 
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION: 

Recessional Hymn:  Joy to the World… 

1. Joy to the world! the Lord is come;
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room,
And heav'n and nature sing,
And heav'n and nature sing,
And heav'n and heav'n and nature sing.

2. Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns;
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
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3. No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far  as, far as the curse is found.

4. He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove;
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.
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