
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Order of Service 
1st Sunday in Advent 

Celebrating the Good News 
November 28, 2021 

 
CELEBRANT&PREACHER:  REV. NAVIN KUMAR JOHN 
 
Presbyter: Let us worship the Lord; 
Presbyter: O Lord, open our lips: 
Cong:   And our mouths shall sing forth your praise 
Presbyter: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
Cong:  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  

without end. Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN: O come, O come Emmanuel 
 
1.  O come, O come Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 

 
Refrain: Rejoice ! rejoice ! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

2.  O come, Thou Rod of Jesse free, 
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 



 

 
 

From depths of hell Thy people save 
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 
 

3.  O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
And drive away the shades of night, 
And pierce the clouds and bring us light! 
 

4.  O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. 
 

5.  O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy strife and quarrels cease; 
Fill all the world with heaven’s peace. 
 

ADORATION 
Presbyter: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts; heaven and earth are full of your glory;  

Glory be to you, O Lord most High. 
Cong:  Blessed is he who has come and is to come in the name of the Lord; 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Presbyter: Holy are you, O God 
Cong:   Holy are you, O God 
Presbyter: Holy are you, O Almighty 
Cong:   Holy are you, O Almighty 
Presbyter: Holy are you, O Immortal 
Cong:   Holy are you, O Immortal 
Presbyter:  O Lord, our redeemer, who was crucified for us, have mercy upon us 
Cong:  O Lord, our redeemer, who was crucified for us, have mercy upon us 
Presbyter:  O Lord, Holy Spirit, have mercy upon us 
Cong:   O Lord, Holy Spirit, have mercy upon us 
Presbyter: O Lord, accept our prayers and praises and have mercy upon us 
Cong:   O Lord, have compassion and mercy upon us. 
 
CONFESSION 
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our 
sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
-I John 1: 8-9 
 
Confessional Prayer 



 

 
 

All: Almighty and most merciful God; we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost 
sheep. We have been blinded by our own selfish ways and we have failed to see your divine 
purpose. We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts; we have 
strayed away from your presence and sought the way of the world. We have offended 
against your holy laws; we have failed to keep the covenant. We have left undone those 
things, which we should have done; and we have done those things, which we should not 
have done; and there is no health in us. But you, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable 
offenders. Help us to recognise your presence in our lives and by your word cleanse us.  
Spare them O God, who confess their faults. Restore them that are penitent according to your 
promises declared to humankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most merciful God, for 
his sake; that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and just life, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 
 
ABSOLUTION 
Presbyter: May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and remission for all our sins, 
time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
Presbyter: Having been forgiven and made whole through our peacemaker, let us live together 
in peace. God's peace challenges us and guides us towards the acts of justice, peace, and 
integration of the whole creation. Let us say shalom to one another and greet each other with a 
sign of reconciliation and peace.  
 
Presbyter: The peace of the Lord be with you. 
Cong: And also, with you  
 
(The peace shared through the gesture of Namaskara) 
 
COLLECT:God of celebration, who sent Jesus Christ the good news to the world which is full of 
misery, hatred, and violence. Help us to understand the power in celebrating Jesus Christ who 
offers joy, peace and happiness amidst all turmoils in life, so that life is enhanced in 
proclaiming the gospel to all who wait, through Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit one God now and forever. Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE OF HOPE: 
The prophets of Israel all spoke of the coming of Christ, of how a Savior would be born, a king 
 in the line of David. They spoke of how he would rule the world wisely and bless all nations.  As 
followers of Christ, we wait with hope for his return. As we light this candle, we remember that 
it was from the manger at Bethlehem that he came and gave light to the world. As we light this 
candle, we are reminded to be alert and to watch for the light of Christ even in the most 
unlikely places and people.  
 



 

 
 

All:  Loving God, we thank you for the hope you give us. Help us prepare our hearts for the 
Lord's coming by being open to seeing the light of Christ in others. We ask this in the name of 
the one born in Bethlehem, Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
BIBLE READINGS 
 
Old Testament: Exodus 02: 01-10 
Epistle:                Acts 09: 10-18 
Gospel:                Luke 01: 46-56 
 
ALLELLUIA  
 
HYMN:Come, Thou long expected Jesus 
 
1. Come Thou long expected Jesus, 

Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; 
Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth Thou art; 
Dear desire of every nation, 
Joy of every longing heart. 
 

2.  Born Thy people to deliver, 
Born a Child and yet a King, 
Born to reign in us for ever, 
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all sufficient merit, 
Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

 
CHORUS: Spirit of the Living God 
 
MESSAGE: 
  
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ God's only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried,  
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; He ascended into heaven, He is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will come to judge the living and the dead.  



 

 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the  
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Banns 
 
 
Presbyter: The Lord be with you 
Cong: And with your spirit 
Presbyter: Lord, have mercy upon us 
Cong: Christ, have mercy upon us 
Presbyter: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
Presbyter: O Lord, show your mercy upon us 
Cong:  And grant us your salvation. 
 
Presbyter: Endow your ministries with righteousness 
Cong:   And make your chosen people joyful. 
 
Presbyter: O Lord, save your people 
Cong:  And give your blessing to your church. 
 
Presbyter: O Lord, be gracious to our country 
Cong:   And mercifully hear us when we call upon you. 
 
Presbyter: O Lord, guide our leaders 
Cong:   And give them wisdom from above. 
 
Presbyter: Give peace to the world, O Lord 
Cong:   And let your kingdom come on earth. 
 
Presbyter: O Lord, make us mindful of all in trouble and distress 
Cong:   And deliver those who are oppressed and marginalized. 
 
Presbyter: O God send your Holy Spirit upon us 
Cong:   And make clean our hearts within us. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PEACE 
Presbyter: O God, who is the author of peace and lover of concord, in whose knowledge our 
eternal life stands, whose service is perfect freedom: defend us your humble servants from all 
assaults of evil; that we surely trusting in your defence, may not fear the power of any 
adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS  



 

 
 

Presbyter:  Lighten our darkness, we ask you, O Lord; and by your great mercy defend us from 
all perils and dangers; for the love of your only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Presbyter: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with us all. Amen. 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Presbyter:  How very good and pleasant it is when people of God live together in unity!  
We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. 
Cong: Now I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make 
melody to the Lord. 
 
HYMN: Thou didst leave Thy throne 
 
1. Thou didst leave Thy throne and Thy Kingly crown, 

When Thou camest to earth for me, 
But in Bethlehem‘s home there was found no room 
For Thy Holy nativity 
O come to my heart Lord Jesus; 
There is room in my heart for Thee. 
 

2.  Heaven’s arches rang when the angels sang, 
Proclaiming Thy royal decree; 
But in lowly birth Thou didst come to earth, 
And in great humility. 
O come to my heart Lord Jesus; 
There is room in my heart for Thee 
 

3.  The foxes found rest and the birds their nest 
In the shade of the forest tree; 
But Thy couch was the sod, O Thou Son of God, 
In the desert of Galilee. 
O come to my heart Lord Jesus; 
There is room in my heart for Thee. 
 

4.  Thou camest O Lord, with the living word 
That should set Thy people free; 
But with mocking scorn and with crown of thorn, 
They bore Thee to Calvary. 
O come to my heart Lord Jesus; 
There is room in my heart for Thee. 
 

5.  When the heavens shall ring and the angels sing 
At Thy coming to victory, 



 

 
 

Let Thy voice call me home, saying, 
“Yet there is room, there is room at my side for Thee” 
My heart shall rejoice, Lord Jesus; 
When Thou comest and callest for me 

 
Conclusion: Praise to Thy eternal merit Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Presbyter: O Father you have given us a new and living way to offer ourselves to you. Though 
unworthy, we come to you as we are, by that way, your Son, Jesus of Nazareth; and in His name 
we ask you to accept and use us, and these gifts however it best pleases you. All that is created 
is yours and everything that we can offer already belongs to you. Amen. 
 
Presbyter: May we all together say the prayer of the presence: 
Cong: Be present, be present, O Jesus you good High Priest, as you were in the midst  
of your disciples and make yourself known to us in the breaking of the bread, 
who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God world without 
end. Amen. 
 
LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT (ANAPHORA) BCW, pg. 207 
 
Presbyter: The Lord be with you 
Cong:   And also, with you.  
 
Presbyter: Lift up your hearts 
Cong:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Presbyter: Let us give thanks unto our Lord God 
Cong:   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
 
Presbyter: Truly it is right and good to glorify you at all times and in all places, by offering you 
our thanksgiving O Lord, Holy Father. You spoke and the light shattered darkness, order arose 
from confusion. You breathed into the dust of the earth, and we were formed in your image.  
Through your Son, our Lord Jesus, you came to us while we wandered.  He met us as a refugee, 
a threatened child.  He called us by name to leave what is comfortable to be his disciples, 
friends, and partners.  With his outstretched arms on the cross, and through his death he bore 
our sins and through his resurrection we are saved. And through your Holy Spirit you brood 
over chaos that we create, mothering us and shaping a new creation. You enlighten everyone 
coming into the world.  You inspired the prophets and the apostles to find the right word at the 
right time. You liberate, equip and commission your people for the continuance of your mission 
to make everything new.  
 
Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we proclaim and 
say your glory:  



 

 
 

 
Cong: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, hosanna in the 
highest.  
 
 
Words of Institution  
 
Presbyter: When the sinless One of his own will chose to suffer death for us sinners, he took 
bread in his holy hands.  
Cong: Bless, O Lord. 
 
Presbyter: He gave thanks, blessed, sanctified, and broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: 
Take, eat, this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. 
Amen. 
 
Presbyter: In the same way, he took the cup. 
Cong: Bless, O Lord 
 
Presbyter: He gave thanks, blessed, sanctified, and gave it to his disciples saying: 
Drink this all of you, this is my blood of the new covenant for you and for many, for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me.  
Amen.  
 
ANAMNESIS (Memorial of Christ’s death and resurrection)  
As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s presence with us, we 
commemorate his death, we celebrate his glorious resurrection, we await his coming. May 
God’s blessings be upon us all. 
 
Christ has died. 
Christ has risen 
Christ will come again. Amen. Hallelujah. 
 
EPICLESIS (invocation of the Holy Spirit) 
Our heavenly Father, have mercy upon us, send your Holy Spirit to sanctify us, and this offering 
of bread and wine. 
Lord have mercy (thrice) 
 
May the Holy Spirit sanctify this bread that it may be the Body of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.  
May the Holy Spirit sanctify the wine in the Chalice that it may be the Blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen.  
 



 

 
 

All: Accept this our offering of praise and thanksgiving; make us one body Jesus Christ our 
Lord, by whom and with whom in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honour and glory be to you 
Almighty Father, world without end. Amen.  
 
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, in heaven, holy be your name. Your kingdom come; your will be 
done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS 
All: We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy so much as to 
gather up the crumbs from under your table. But you are the same Lord whose nature is 
always to have mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son 
Jesus Christ, and to drink His blood, that our sinful bodies and souls may be made clean by His 
most precious body and blood, and that we may evermore dwell in Him and He in us. Amen. 
 
Presbyter:  When we break the bread, do we not share in the body of Christ? 
Cong:  We seek to share your life, gracious God. 
 
Presbyter:  When we lift the cup, do we not share in the life blood of Christ? 
Cong: We seek to share your life, gracious God. 
 
Cong:  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us thy peace. 
 
 
The words of administration 
The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life. 
The Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, the true vine... 
 
Presbyter: Having now by faith received the sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ, let us 
give thanks. 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Merciful God of all creation, Holy Father, of all people, who through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
united all things in his fullness. We join your whole creation, in exultant praise of your 
bountiful goodness.  You have now touched us with new life, and filled us with new hope, 
that your reign will come, the hungry will be fed, that the oppressed will be set free from evil, 
that your reconciling work will be done, that love, and faithfulness will meet together, that 
justice and peace will kiss each other, and the whole creation will be filled with your glory. 
Amen.  



 

 
 

 
Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honour and power and might, be unto 
our God forever and ever. Amen 
 
BENEDICTION 
Unto God’s gracious mercy and protection, we commit you. The blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN: Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
 
1.  Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, 

Great David’s greater Son! 
Hail, in the time appointed, 
His reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, 
To set the captive free, 
To take away transgression, 
And rule in equity. 
 

2.  He comes with succour speedy 
To those who suffer wrong; 
To help the poor and needy, 
And bid the weak be strong; 
To give them songs for sighing, 
Their darkness turn to light, 
Whose souls, condemned and dying, 
Were precious in His sight. 

 
3.  He shall come down like showers 

Upon the fruitful earth, 
And love, joy, hope, like flowers, 
Spring in His path to birth: 
Before Him on the mountains 
Shall peace, the herald, go; 
And righteousness in fountains 
From hill to valley flow. 

 
4.  Kings shall bow down before Him, 

And gold and incense bring; 
All nations shall adore Him, 
His praise all people sing: 
To Him shall prayer unceasing 
And daily vows ascend; 



 

 
 

His kingdom still increasing, 
A kingdom without end. 
 

Presbyter:  The Lord be with you 
Cong:    And also, with you. 
 
Presbyter:  Let us depart in peace 
Cong:  In the name of the father. Amen 
 

 
GOD BLESS YOU  
On Your Birthday… 
28th Mr. Amruth Ruban, Mr. Johnson George, Mr. Thiophilus Prabhu, Ms. Jerisha Jayakumar, 
        Mr. Joel Jacob. 
29th Ms. Sylvia Nirmal, Ms. Elizabeth Cherian, Ms. Carolyn Daniel, Ms. Jessy Allan, Ms. Joan Shanker,  

Ms. Leela Mathulla, Ms. Michelle Chacko, Mr. Rajasekhar Yelluru. 
30th Ms. Geetha Anthony. 
1st Ms. Stella Solomon, Mr. Joel Sandeep, Mas. Jeremy Reuben, Mr. Arun Narayaswamy,  

Ms. Rosanna Paul. 
2nd Mr. Abishua Abraham, Ms. Irene Gojer, Mr. Manuel Paul, Ms. Joy Walmsley, Ms. Prathna David,  

Ms. Pranaya David, Ms. Mercy Washington. 
3rd Ms. Joyce Prabhakar, Ms. Jayanna Sirengo, Ms. Rachel Christopher, Ms. Grace Wesly. 
4th Mr. Isaac Williams, Mr. Mathew Thomas, Mr. David Mathew, Mr. Clarence Edward,  

Mas. Shaun Reid, Mr. Ranjit Dasgupta. 
 
… And Your Wedding Anniversary 
28th  Mr. & Mrs. Shyamal Biswas     
30th Mr. & Mrs. Niranjan Arul 
1st Mr. & Mrs. Arun Narayaswamy 
2nd  Mr. & Mrs. Jibu Kumar           
4th Mr. & Mrs. Ashish Lokwani, Mr. & Mrs. Charles Williams      
 
 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

 
WELCOME:  We welcome all the members of St. John’s Church and families, worshipping  
with us in the church as well as those participating from your homes.  

EVERY SUNDAY, REGULAR SERVICE AT 9.00 AM AND 6.00 PM.  
Screening of members, who are attending the service, begins at 8.30 am and 5.30 pm 
respectively. 
 
* Kindly continue to pray for the ongoing restoration of the Church building. 



 

 
 

* Pray for children facing board exams. 
* Kindly contact the Church office for all official matters / clarifications / verification     
   relating to the administration of the Church. 
* Kindly contact the Presbyter-in-charge, Rev. Navin K John for all Pastoral  
   requirements. – Ph. 9886942735 
* Kindly remit your tithes/offerings/subscriptions/medical fund/ education fund,  
   through the online payment portal by using the following links: 
 
 
 

LINK FOR THE ONLINE PAYMENT PORTAL Bank details 

https://donate.stjohnschurchblr.com/. Name of the account: CSITA ST JOHN’S CHURCH 

Once the remittance is done, please mail 
the transaction details to 
accounts@stjohnschurchblr.com 
(Attn: Hannah), and mention the purpose 
of your contribution 

Account Number: 457702011005149 
Name of Bank: Union Bank of India 
Branch: St. John's High School 
IFSC: UBIN0558923 
 

 
- For any Verification/ clarification, please contact the church office accounts department 

for the details. 
 

THE LINK FOR THE LIVE STREAMING OF THE SERVICE is posted on all official WhatsApp groups 
of the church, the YouTube channel, and the website.  
 
THE RECORDING OF THE LIVE STREAMED SERVICE will be available on the YouTube channel of 
St. John’s Church. Kindly subscribe to the channel or visit the website for the link.   
 
Visit the CHURCH WEBSITE http://www.stjohnschurchblr.com/for the pew slip. 
 
Please continue to SUPPORT OUR CHURCH for the projects, the Medical Fund and Education 
Sponsorships together with your subscription, offertory, and tithes. You can remit online either 
through the bank or the online portal. 
 
Flowers: In remembrance of our beloved Dad, Mr. A.K. Gladston from children and  
grandchildren.  
 
NEW CHURCH EMAIL IDS 
For better co-ordination and to streamline mails, St. John’s Church has three new email ids, in 
addition to the existing email id sjchurchblr@gmail.com 
� presbyter@stjohnschurchblr.com – for your pastoral needs (membership, baptism, 

marriage, burials, prayer meetings, counselling requests, etc.)   



 

 
 

� accounts@stjohnschurchblr.com – for matters relating to accounts 
� churchoffice@stjohnschurchblr.com -- official requests and correspondence of wings 

and sub-committees. 
 
PRAY FOR: Mr. Joshua O’Kelly, Ms. Letitia Luther, Mr. John Luther, Ms. Joan Kishander,  
Mrs. Nalini Christudoss, Mrs. Geraldine Lincoln, Mrs. Sarojini Williams, Mrs. Violet Salins,  
Mr. Samuel Jesudas, Mr. Winston Gonzago Mrs. Eunice Leonhard, and Mr. Vinod David. 

 
 

Offertory 20.11.2021 to 26.11.2021 
 Church Restoration    1,00,000 
 Offertory      48,700  
 Subscription      43,700   
 Donation Projects        9,600 
 Harvest            100  
  
Total     2,02,100  

 
 

The word 'Advent' comes from Latin and means "coming;"  
its purpose is to look forward to the coming of Christ to Earth; 

it was a season that focused on waiting. 
So, "Advent means something new is coming.  

The dawn of a new and better era. 
This is really what the Christmas season is all about,  

isn’t it? It’s the celebration of the ADVENT of a new era.  
God broke into time and space and entered our world" 

Through prayer, we can enter into God's presence and ask Him to prepare  
our hearts the way He prepared all of history to receive the gift of His Son.  

Ask the Father to use this time during Advent to cut away the distractions and  
make your life a place of warmth and openness.  

 
 
 

 


