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The Order of Service for Holy Matins 

Cross: A New vision of the Messianic Age 
Passion Sunday 
March 21, 2021 

LEADER      :  REV NAVIN K JOHN 
PREACHER:   MS. IRENE PREETHA 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP AND OPENING PRAYER 
HYMN   (Psalm Praise)
1 God of gods, we sound His praises, 
 Highest heaven its homage brings; 
 Earth and all creation raises 
 Glory to the King of kings. 
 Holy, holy, holy name him, 
 Lord of all his hosts proclaim Him; 
 To the everlasting Father 
 Every tongue in triumph sings. 

2 Christians in their hearts enthrone him, 
 Tell his praises wide abroad; 
 Prophets, priests, apostles own him 
 Martyrs' crown and saints' reward. 
 Three-in-One his glory sharing, 
 Earth and heaven his praise declaring, 
 Praise the high majestic Father, 
 Praise the everlasting Lord! 

3 Hail the Christ, the King of glory, 
 He whose praise the angels cry; 
 Born to share our human story, 
 Love and labour, grieve and die: 
 By his cross his work completed, 
 Sinners ransomed, death defeated; 
 In the glory of the Father 
 
 
 Lord, we look for your returning; 
 Teach us so to walk your ways, 
 Hearts and minds your will discerning, 
 Lives alight with joy and praise: 
 In your love and care enfold us, 
  By your constancy uphold us; 
 May your mercy, Lord and Father, 
 Keep us now and all our days. 

 
PRAISE 
Presbyter: Let us worship God. 
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Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give thanks to him, bless his 
name.  
Congregation: For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness  
to all generations. 
 
Presbyter: O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 
Congregation : For He is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his 
hand. O that today you would listen to His voice  
 
Presbyter: Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in his holy place? 
Congregation: Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, who do not lift up their souls to 
what is false, and do not swear deceitfully. 
 
Presbyter: To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against 
him, and have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our God by not following His laws, which He set 
before us by His servants the prophets. 
Congregation: The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, 
O God, you will not despise.  
 
Presbyter: Jesus said, Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest.  
Congregation: I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you. 
 
All: Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable to you, O 
Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 
 
CONFESSION 
Presbyter: The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. He 
will not always accuse, nor will he keep his anger forever. He does not deal with us according to 
our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is His steadfast love toward those who fear Him; as far as the east is from the west, so 
far he removes our transgressions from us. As a father has compassion for his children, so the 
Lord has compassion for those who fear Him.  
 
Let us confess our sins in silence (after a moment of silence) 
 
All: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant 
mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me 
from my sin. For I know my transgressions,  and my sin is ever before me. Against you, you 
alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight. Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and put a new and right spirit within me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain 
in me a willing spirit. Amen. 
 
ABSOLUTION 
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Presbyter: May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and remission for all our sins, 
time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Collect: Our parent God, Your Son Jesus Christ accepted vicarious suffering for the sake of us. 
He was bruised, wounded and afflicted for our trespasses and sinfulness. He became a 
wretched and sinner to cleanse us from all wretchedness and sinfulness. The sign of the cross 
constantly reminds us that He died in order that we may live. Empower us with this challenge 
so that we suffer for the sake of righteousness, which would enhance ourselves for the 
coming of the Messiah, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God world without end. Amen. 
 
BIBLE READINGS 
Old Testament:  Deuteronomy    18: 15-22 
Epistle:   2 Corinthians      01: 03-11  
Gospel:  Luke                      18: 35-43 
  
35 As he drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. 36 And hearing a 
crowd going by, he inquired what this meant. 37 They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing 
by.” 38 And he cried out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 39 And those who were in 
front rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have 
mercy on me!” 40 And Jesus stopped and commanded him to be brought to him. And when he 
came near, he asked him, 41 “What do you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me 
recover my sight.” 42 And Jesus said to him, “Recover your sight; your faith has made you 
well.” 43 And immediately he recovered his sight and followed him, glorifying God. And all the 
people, when they saw it, gave praise to God. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
ALLELLUIA  
CHORUS: Spirit of the Living God 
MESSAGE 
 
THE APOSTLES CREED  
I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ 
God's only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried, He descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; He ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; 
the holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection  
of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
Presbyter: For the peace that is from above and for the salvation of our souls, for God’s 
guidance, for God’s grace, strength and courage. Let us pray to the Lord.  
Congregation: Lord have mercy.  
 
Presbyter: For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of God’s holy churches, for the 
union of all, for God’s grace upon all countries of the world who are suffering and fighting the 
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corona virus, for the welfare of all people in all communities and societies, and for the welfare 
of all those who work in the medical department, for all the paramedical people who serve the 
sick and suffering. Let us pray to the Lord.  
Congregation: Lord have mercy.  
 
Presbyter: For our Bishops and all ministers, especially our Moderator of the CHURCH of SOUTH 
INDIA, our Bishop Rt. Rev. Dr. P.K. Samuel, the Moderator of the Church of North India, The 
Metropolitan of the Marthoma Church, that with a good heart and a pure conscience they may 
accomplish their ministry. Let us pray to the Lord.  
Congregation: Lord have mercy.  
 
Presbyter: For the President of the Republic of India, for our Prime Minister, for the Governor 
of our State, for our Chief Minister and all those who serve in the government, especially for all 
those who are involved in containing the corona pandemic, for all those who serve in the 
government. Let us pray to the Lord.  
Congregation: Lord have mercy.  
 
Presbyter: For the sick, the suffering, sorrowful and dying.  
Let us pray to the Lord.  
Congregation: Lord have mercy.  
 
Presbyter: For the poor, the hungry, orphans, widows, the daily labourers, them that  
suffer persecution, Let us pray to the Lord.  
Congregation: Lord have mercy.  
 
Presbyter: For ourselves who are in our homes, for all those who are back to work, children 
who are struggling with their academics, elders, especially who are home-bound, and all those 
who struggle to go on in life, that we may continue to show forth the excellencies of God who 
called us out of darkness into His marvelous light, who gave us grace and hope to go on in our 
lives. Let us pray to the Lord  
Congregation: Lord have mercy. 
 
Presbyter: That, with all his servants who have served him here and are now at rest, we may 
enter into the fullness of his unending joy, let us pray to the Lord: 
Congregation: Lord have mercy. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN (Psalm Praise) 
 
1  I waited patiently for the Lord,  
 He turned and listened to me;  
 He drew me out of the echoing pit  
 And out of the miry clay.  
 He set my feet upon a rock,  
 My footsteps he made secure;  

 Within my mouth he put a new song-  
 A song of praise to God.  

2  In many seeing it, fear will come-  
 They then will trust in the Lord;  
 And he is happy who hopes in the Lord,  
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 Who will not be led astray.  
 Your wondrous deeds and thoughts  
       to us are multiplied, O my God;  
 They number more than we can    
      proclaim-  
 Lord! None compares with you ! 

3  It is not offerings you require,  
 But open ears to your word;  
 And so instead of a sacrifice  
 I come to you with my life.  
 I love to do your will, O God,  
 Within my heart is your law;  

 Deliverance is the news I have told-  
 My lips have not been sealed.  

4  I have not hidden within my heart  
 Your steadfast love and your help;  
 The congregation have heard me declare  
 Salvation and faithfulness.  
 And so when evils circle me  
 have mercy on me, 0 Lord;  
 may all who love you thankfully say,  
 The Lord is great indeed!  
 

 
PRAYER  
OUR LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
CLOSING HYMN 
 
1       The stars declare His glory; 
  The vault of heaven springs 
       Mute witness of the Master's hand 
  In all created things, 
      and through the silences of space 
  their soundless music sings. 

2        The dawn returns in splendor, 
  the heavens burn and blaze, 
       the rising sun renews the race 
  that measures all our days, 
       and writes in fire across the skies 
  God's majesty and praise. 

3   So shine the Lord's commandments 
  to make the simple wise; 
  more sweet than honey to the taste; 
  more rich than any prize, 
  a law of love within our hearts, 
  a light before our eyes. 

4   So order too this life of mine, 
  direct it all my days; 
  the meditations of my heart 
  be innocence and praise, 
  my rock and my redeeming Lord, 
  in all my words and ways. 

 
GOD BLESS YOU ON YOUR BIRTHDAY…  
 
21st Ms. Shanta George, Mr. Tyrone Yates, Mr. Arun Nelson,  

Mr. Ameet Kumar, Ms. Jessy John, Ms. Amutha Rajesh, 
Mr. Jachin Jacob, Mr. Boaz Jacob, Ms. Priji Jibukumar.     

22nd  Ms. Sally Alexander, Ms. Evangeline Sundaresan, Ms. Linda Rao, 
 Mr. Reyon Immanuel, Ms. Gladys Sawarker,Mr. Dauphin Devanbu. 
 Mas. Jonah Daniel, Mas. Joel Daniel, Mas. Joshua Daniel. 



2 
 

23rd Ms. Joan Kishander, Mr. Reuben Kingsly, Mas. Benedict Niall, Mr. Kevin Garman,  
Mr. Derick Paul, Mr. Sanjay Arun, Ms. Tia Yates. 

24th Mr. Clifford D’Costa, Dr. Jerry Isaac, Mr. Vikram Chittaranjan,  
              Mr. Melvin Dennis, Mr. Benjamin Thomas, Mr. Immanuel Sigamoney,  
              Ms. Aleykutty Alexander, Mas.  Aidel Thomas. 
25th Ms. Ashalatha Joshua, Dr. Mickey John, Mr. Aneesh Joseph,  

Mr. Arnold Augustine, Ms. Cisely Reuben.   
26th Mr. Douglas King, Ms. Alice Abraham, Ms. Stephanie Yates,  

Mas. Ethan Aaron. 
27th Ms. Gitanjali Mathew, Ms. Olivia Thomas, Ms. Sheeba Milton,  

Mr. John Samuel, Ms. Padmini Selwyn, Ms. Caitlyn Christy,  
Mr. Manbha Rymbai. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
WELCOME to all the members of St. John’s Church and families, those attending the service in 
the church as well as those participating from your homes.  And also visitors in church, and on 
our YouTube Channel.  Thank you for worshipping with us.  
 
Lenten Devotion: 24-3-21 – 6.30 pm Theme:  “Cross: Yoked to Christ” 
Speaker :  Rev. Navin K John. 
 
EVERY SUNDAY -    REGULAR SERVICE     AT - 9.00 AM.   
                                  EVENING  SERVICE     AT - 6.00  PM. 
 
THE LINK FOR THE LIVE STREAMING OF THE SERVICE is posted on all official WhatsApp groups 
of the church, the YouTube channel, and the website.  
 
THE RECORDING OF THE LIVE STREAMED SERVICE will be available on the YouTube channel of 
St. John’s Church. Kindly subscribe to the channel or visit the website for the link.   
 
Visit the CHURCH WEBSITE http://www.stjohnschurchblr.com/for the pew slip, announcements 
and Pulse newsletters.  
 
NEW CHURCH EMAIL IDS 
For better co-ordination and to streamline mails, St. John’s Church has three new email ids, in 
addition to the existing email id sjchurchblr@gmail.com 

⮚ presbyter@stjohnschurchblr.com – for your pastoral needs (membership, baptism, 
marriage, burials, prayer meetings, counseling requests, etc.)   

⮚ accounts@stjohnschurchblr.com – for matters relating to accounts 
⮚ churchoffice@stjohnschurchblr.com -- official requests and correspondence of wings 

and sub-committees 
 
Confirmation Service – will be held on Sunday the 13th June, 2021.  
Confirmation classes today at 10.30 am in the parish Hall. Attendance to the Church service 
and classes are compulsory.  

http://www.stjohnschurchblr.com/
mailto:sjchurchblr@gmail.com
mailto:presbyter@stjohnschurchblr.com
mailto:accounts@stjohnschurchblr.com
mailto:churchoffice@stjohnschurchblr.com
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PRAY FOR Mr. Joshua OKelly, Ms. Letitia Luther, Mr. John Luther, Ms. Joan Kishander,  
Mrs. Dorothy Fowler, Mrs. Nalini Christudoss, Mrs. Geraldine Lincoln, Mrs. Sarojini Williams, 
Mrs. Violet Salins, Mr. Winston Gonzago, Mr. Ravi Kumar, Mrs. Meera Jeyaraj,  
Mr. Richard Fowler and Mr. Gunarathnam David. 
 
Offertory: Rs. 34,040.00 
 
The Chart of Requirements for Stephen’s Home for March to June 2021-03-05 is displayed at 
the entrance of the church/website. 
Appreciate your support. How you can help 

 You can email churchoffice@stjohnschurchblr.com the items you would like to 
donate. 

 You can do an online payment through NEFT or GooglePay using the account  
details mentioned below, and we can buy the items. 

 Email the transaction details to accounts@stjohnschurchblr.com 

 Name of the Account CSITA St. John’s Church Stephen’s Home for the Aged 

 Account number: 457702011005477, Name of the Bank: Union Bank of India. 

 Branch: St. John’s High School, IFSC: UBIN0558923. 
 
Please continue to SUPPORT OUR CHURCH for the projects, the Medical Fund and Education 
Sponsorships together with your subscription, offertory, and tithes. You can remit online either 
through the bank or the online portal. 
 
The Online Payment Portal has been introduced for congregation members to pay their 
subscriptions and other offerings.  Kindly use the link for easy payments. In case of 
clarification, please contact the church office for details. 
 

LINK FOR THE ONLINE PAYMENT PORTAL Bank details 

https://donate.stjohnschurchblr.com/.  Name of the account: CSITA ST JOHN’S 
CHURCH 

Once the remittance is done, please mail the 
transaction details to 
accounts@stjohnschurchblr.com 
(Attn: Hannah), and mention the purpose of 
your contribution 

Account Number: 457702011005149 
Name of Bank: Union Bank of India 
Branch: St. John's High School 
IFSC: UBIN0558923 
 

 

 

Voters List:  Provisional voters list is displayed at the entrance of the church. Kindly intimate  
for additions and deletions in writing to the Presbyter-in-charge. Last date for 
additions/corrections is 6th April 2021. 
 
 
 

mailto:churchoffice@stjohnschurchblr.com
mailto:accounts@stjohnschurchblr.com
https://donate.stjohnschurchblr.com/
mailto:accounts@stjohnschurchblr.com
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