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ST. JOHN'S

BIRTHDAY

Happy 100th

R E V .  J O E  M U L L I N S

I take this special
privilege to wish
you God’s
blessings on your
100th birthday, as
you journey
forward in life,
and as you
continue to
inspire many
more.
Rev. Navin K. John

I wish Padre
Mullins a
wonderful
Birthday as he
turns 100!  A
great cricketer
has scored a
century!
Panchasheila 
Qadri

Dear Padre Mullins, Happiest
100th Birthday to a special person
who always inspired me. This is an
incredible milestone, but not
nearly as incredible as you are.
May you have an awesome
birthday and may you feel God’s
loving presence throughout the
coming years.
Thomas Swaroop and Family

What a joy and blessing it is to see 10
full decades in one’s life.  Happy
Birthday, Padre.
Indrani Sudarshan

May the Lord continue to shower His
blessings on you as you celebrate
your 100th birthday 
Rev. G.  Wilson



BIRTHDAY GREETINGS FROM YOUR 
ST JOHN'S CHURCH FAMILY

I would like to
wish you a very
happy 100th
birthday!  May
you enjoy your
special day and
every day that
follows this
centennial
milestone!
Jemima Edwin

Wishing
Rev.Mullins a
happy
hundredth
birthday. May
God continue to
crown him with
goodness and
health
Catherine Thomas

Happy Birthday,  Rev.
Mullins. May your
birthday be a joyful get-
together and full of love
Nita Isaac

I praise and thank God for
you, Rev. Mullins, and wish
you a great happy birthday
and all God's blessings
Padmini Hastings

May the Lord bless and
keep you, dear Joe. Not
only on your 100th
birthday, for which we are
so thankful to God.
John Jacob

My family  and I wish you, Rev. Mullins, a
very happy 100th Birthday and may God
bless you with all joy and good health
Dr. Peter S. C. Pothan

Wish you Padre Mullins
many many more happy
returns of the day
Nalini Alphonse

"This is the day that the Lord
has made; let us rejoice and
be glad in it!" 

Greetings and very many
Happy Returns of the Day..!
Thank you for all that you
did for me in the early 1970s
at St. John’s Church
Bangalore, India. Stay Well,
Fit, Safe and Blessed
Dr. Clement  Shirodkar Rajan

Happy birthday Rev.
Mullins.  I remember the 
 movies you screened on
Good Friday evening
Cynthia Gnanakan



REV. JOE AND EDITH MULLINS WITH THEIR CHILDREN 
(FROM LEFT) CHRIS, BETH, RACHEL & DANNY (THE TWINS) AND
BACK ROW JENNIE AND RUTH.
PHOTO SHARED BY DEBORAH THOMPSON



Dear Rev. Mullins,
Many happy returns of the day. The name ‘Rev. Mullins’ still reverberates with awe and
affirmations that you made a difference in the life of many. The fact of the matter is even
the young people know your name as it has been passed on from their parents.

At this time, I wish to say that the Church has grown and now stands at around 800
families. Now during this pandemic, we have started Online Church Services. The various
Wings of the Church and Fellowships connect online with their members

The Sunday School connects every Sunday with 130 children through online teaching,
following the ISSU syllabus. The Teens Club has a strength of 40 and the Youth Fellowship
has 35 members. Men’s Fellowship has about 25 members. Women’s Fellowship has regular
participation of 35 members. Angels of Change is going strong with 30 women of all ages. 
We have five Neighbourhood Fellowships, now in their 12th year, for the Home Bible Study:
members of the five groups meet online every week.

Asha Nivas is a self-sustaining home for the aged, going on the lines of its vision with about
14 residents. Stephens Home for the Aged, a home for the destitute, houses 8 women and is
well cared for by the congregation.  There is the Hostel for boys; the Church takes care of
their food and accommodation through the giving of the congregation and the school,
which takes care of most of their study expenses such as fees, uniform, and books.

The School, with classes up to 12th standard, is now a prestigious institution with 3500
students.  Due to the Corona epidemic, the classes are at present conducted online.

There is an effort to Restore the Church and to bring back its beauty for the generation to
come. This is the Church, you groomed.  We need your prayers and blessings to continue in
the Mission of Christ.

Do pray for us, our thoughts are with you. It is my prayer that the Lord would continue to
shower His mercy upon you and your family.

May the Good Lord be with you,
In His Service,
Rev. G. Wilson

REV. G. WILSON



ST. JOHN’S CHURCH - AN EPITOME OF BEAUTY 
— THAT YOU NURTURED



Respected Rev. Mullins,

I join with the community of St. John’s Church in wishing you on
your 100th Birthday. Truly, it is a celebration for St. John’s. I
am an alumnus of St. John’s School and I can only consider it
my highest privilege to be able to write to you as the Assistant
Presbyter of St. John’s Church. I grew up on the portals of this
school and Church and your legacy has always been around
me even though I passed out of this school in 1995.

Rev. Mullins, your life, ministry and dedication in the Lord’s
work, is tremendous and the influence is greatly felt upon
people like me who have a chance to serve God in the same
place that you served and ministered. I consider myself
greatly blessed whenever I go up the altar or the pulpit,
knowing well, that this very place has been hallowed by saintly
people like you.

I take this special privilege to wish you God’s blessings on your
100th birthday, as you journey forward in life, and as you
continue to inspire many more.

May the Almighty God bless you and may your life and witness
continue to inspire us all.

With warm regards and prayers.
Rev. Navin K. John
Assistant Presbyter

REV  NAVIN K. JOHN



REV NAVIN JOHN HAS CAPTURED MANY BEAUTIFUL AVIAN
FRIENDS IN THE CAMPUS OF ST. JOHN'S CHURCH



PRECIOUS AND SWEET MEMORIES WITH REV. JOE MULLINS

It is my pleasure to pen a few memories of a good friend of mine
who is celebrating his 100th birthday.

Rev. Joe Mullins fought in the 2nd World War as a Major and was
awarded the military cross. The Lord saved him from the bullets of
the Japanese soldiers. So, he fell on his knees and surrendered his
life to the Lord Jesus Christ.

He returned to the United Kingdom to train as an Anglican Pastor.
Before he left for this training, he had met Rev. Cecil Johnson who
invited him to be a Scripture Union Evangelist. This he did for ten
years as an itinerant worker, during which time I met him at Breeks
School, Ooty.

During this time, he met his future wife, Edith, she was lecturing at
Allahabad Bible Institute. They decided to get married in Mussoorie.
Edith had been trained as a theologian at Oxford.

After ten years with SU Joe and Edith decided to leave SU for family
reasons. It was then that St. John’s Church invited him to be their
pastor. What a faithful hard-working pastor he became. There were
regular house visits. Often, he would be studying his Bible, preparing
his Sunday morning and evening services till 2:00 a.m. He made St.
John’s like an Ecumenical Church. Occasionally we would have the
Roman Catholic Vicar preach to us, while Rev. Mullins did the same
at their church. He started the Good Friday evangelistic services in
cooperation with all the denominations.

JOHN JACOB



He was a true shepherd and cared very much for his flock. This included the
parishioners, peon, gardener, the cook and ayah, etc. In all these endeavours his
wife was very much his companion. Not only as his theologian, but even for his
physical needs. She insisted they have a day off every week. Mostly this included
studying the Bible, books and prayer at “Vishranthi Nilayam” and when the
children were home from boarding school, there were picnics in places near
Bangalore and often a day at Binny’s Swimming Pool.

But dear Joe like all of us, was a human being. His wife would call him “Mr. Joe
Blunt” for sometimes speaking impatiently. I remember how once, at evening
family prayers, he confessed to the Lord for his words to his youngest son”
Danny’ (now a worker with Australian Youth).

But we all at St. John’s were greatly blessed through his life and lips. In this we
must include his beloved wife, Edith.

Lastly, I must mention that through Joe and Edith, we had our first Women’s
Fellowship, Sunday School, Youth Fellowship and Pastorate Committee.

May the Lord bless and keep you, dear Joe. Not only on your 100th birthday, for
which we are so thankful to God – but until He takes you Home to heaven where
you will receive the Lord’s, "Well done, my good and faithful servant enter into
the joy of your Lord.”

Lots and lots of love to you dear Joe and all the children, from your grateful
brother. Thanks once again for loving me and making a home for me along with
Edith at the Parsonage for 12 years!
Yours as ever!

JOHN JACOB



INDIA VISIT 1989:  REV. JOE AND EDITH MULLINS WITH JOHN JACOB,
REV. J.A.D. SELWYN (THEN PRESBYTER-IN-CHARGE), AND REV. JOB 

 JAYARAJ, (THEN ASSISTANT PRESBYTER).
PHOTO SHARED BY DAVID BARNABAS



REMEMBERING, APPRECIATING AND HONOURING REV. JOE MULLINS,

A SERVANT OF CHRIST.

In the summer of 1964, for the first time I walked into St. John’s Church campus to attend the
Vacation Bible School. I joined the Junior Tamil section. The morning assembly was led by Rev.
Joe Mullins, a tall and elegant personality. The dedicated team of VBS director, teachers and
volunteers made a great impact on my life. At the end of 10 days of VBS, Rev. Mullins invited
the children to join St. John’s Sunday School. I grabbed the opportunity and went back to St.
John’s and joined the Sunday School program. I was truly fascinated by the love and affection
showed by Rev. Mullins and his dear wife the late Mrs. Edith Mullins.

Being a children’s mission worker, Rev. Mullins had the gift of relating to children well and
understanding their deeper needs.  He spent much quality time with children and the projects
related to children.  The Sunday School in those days, met after the church service in the old
Parish Hall buildings.   Sunday School assembly was led by Rev. Mullins who taught us songs
from the Golden Bells and Choruses. He played the accordion while Mrs. Mullins accompanied
on the piano.  Every year a picnic was arranged for all Sunday School children and we went to
YMCA Retreat Centre at Kumbalgud near Kengeri.    Under his leadership, I completed the
Sunday School program and Pathfinders (Senior Sunday school program).

Like other children, I was blessed with the care and concern of Padre Mullins.  He was a father
figure to many kids, especially to me he gave special attention for my spiritual growth and
development. He was keen that I participate in the life of the church and encouraged me to
join the choir, which I gladly did. Padre Mullins personally conducted the choir every Friday
evening and trained in singing well hymns and Psalms.  He also taught us carols from Oxford
Book of Carols which we sang during the Advent Candlelight Service.   It was a tradition  that
during every Advent season St. John’s Choir would sing at the Carol Service at   Memorial
Church, Whitefield and sing carols at Cheshire Home, Divine School for the Blind, Association
for the Physically Handicapped, Eventide Home and Friend-in-Need Society.

I was very touched with his gesture of coming to our home on Osborne Road few days after
my father’s sudden death in August 1970.  His visit was a great comfort to my mother and all
of us five children. Though my parents were members of St. Peter’s Telugu Church, Padre
Mullins was there when we needed him. Understanding my difficult situation, he provided initial
assistance for me to continue my college education.

THOMAS SWAROOP

Thomas Swaroop with Rev. Joe
Mullins at the Parliament House,

Canberra, in 2000



In 1972, I was confirmed at St. John’s Church, after attending Confirmation classes for nearly six months.   The
Confirmation Retreat conducted a day before the Confirmation service was very meaningful.   Rev. Mullins took
keen interest in the life of every candidate and influenced us to make a personal commitment to Christ.

I continued to participate in the life of the church and transitioned to Youth Fellowship, which met on Saturday
evenings.   Youth Fellowship meetings started with outdoor games, then indoor fellowship games, singing, Bible
study, sharing, etc.  Rev. Mullins joined us in the outdoor games also playing volleyball, rounders, etc. He was a
great inspiration to us.

He was convinced that today’s youth are tomorrow’s leaders of the church. In the summer of 1973, Rev. Mullins
organised a youth camp for the members of the youth fellowship at Quiet Corner Retreat and Prayer Centre (at
the foothills of Niligiri Hills and Mudmalai Forest).  The retreat was a turning point for many youth with emphasis
on spiritual renewal and servant hood.   Padre Mullins always stressed on holiness and doing good works in the
name of Christ.  Youth were encouraged to participate in helping those in need in the congregation and outside.

Later in the year of 1973, Rev. Mullins and family migrated to Australia.   It was hard to say goodbye to such a
simple, friendly, and humble Pastor with a heart for spiritual needs of the congregation members.   There are
many ministries and related structures at St. John’s that were brought about under the leadership of by Padre
Mullins.   To name some of them.....Home Bible Studies, Wednesday Bible Studies, Saturday Morning   Prayer,
Spiritual Enrichment Missions and Events;   Supporting Christian   Missions and Organisations; St. John’s Boys
Hostel (for Tibetan refugee children), St. John’s Junior College, Divya Shanthi Church,  Asha Nivas Home for the
Elderly, Widow’s Cottage, Ladies Vestry, Electrifying the Pipe Organ, etc..

I kept in touch with Padre Mullins since he moved from Bangalore. He would send regular family newsletters and
inform family updates.   I also had the opportunity to visit him and Mrs. Mullins at their retirement home in
Canberra in January 2000.   It was a blessing to spend prayerful time and fellowship with them during the
beginning of the new millennium.

He came to India on few occasions and kept in touch with the family of St. John’s.  His last visit was in August 2012
to see Uncle John Jacob and make sure he settled in a good home.  Rev. Mullins and his son Chris visited ACCESS
and prayed for all the children.  Padre Mullins blessed and opened the new facility for the girls' foster home.

It is good to know that he is managing well at 100, though he misses his dear wife and helpmate, who passed
away a few years ago.

THOMAS SWAROOP



MAKING HEADLINES IN THE DECCAN HERALD
IMAGE SHARED BY DAVID BARNABAS



EBENEZER AND CATHERINE THOMAS WITH REV. JOE AND EDITH MULLINS

INDIA VISIT 1989: AT THE PARSONAGE OF ST.
JOHN’S -- JOHN JACOB, REV JOE MULLINS,
EBENEZER THOMAS, PADMINI SELWYN,   REV.
JOB JAYARAJ, GARDENER VELANKANI,
CATHERINE THOMAS, EDITH MULLINS, REV.
J.A.D. SELWYN AND JOSEPH, CHURCH SEXTON



Wishing Rev. Joe Mullins, a happy hundredth birthday. May God continue
to crown him with goodness and health.

Here are a few reminiscences-when we came to Bangalore in the year
1969.  It was Rev. Mullins who welcomed us and made us feel at home in
the Principal’s quarters. It was Rev. Mullins who interviewed and selected
my husband Mr. Ebenezer Thomas to be the Principal of St. John’s
School, which was then a church school governed directly by St. John’s
Church. Rev. Mullins would send Indian guests visiting the campus to our
home to be looked after. We had the opportunity to host many
interesting guests at our home. 

The campus saw various inclusions like the then Tibetan hostel, Thom’s
cafe and ELS book shop during his time. I remember visiting the Tibetan
camp at Bylecuppe to select the children for the hostel. The St. John’s
School hymn with the opening lines “Nil desperandum, Nil desperandum”
which meant “never despair, never despair “was changed   by Rev.
Mullins to something positive -- ”Nil desperandum, Semper Fidendum” --
“never despair, have faith” after one of his visits to the school in
Australia. 

We had the joy of visiting Reverend and Mrs. Edith Mullins in Canberra
with our son and his family. We attended Mrs. Mullins’ funeral at
Canberra during another visit.

I remember Rev. Mullins as one who always helped the aged and
destitute. He shepherded his flock and nurtured the spiritual growth of
the congregation at St. John’s by being a good steward of God.

We are grateful to God for all the wonderful times we have had during
those days with the Mullins family at St. John’s.

CATHERINE THOMAS



FROM LEFT: PRINCIPAL OF ST. JOHN’S HIGH SCHOOL EBENEZER THOMAS AND HIS
WIFE CATHERINE THOMAS, EDITH MULLINS, REV. JOE MULLINS JOHN JACOB,
ANTHONY (SCHOOL CAR DRIVER), REV. JOB JAYARAJ (THEN ASST. PRESBYTER),
JOSEPH (CHURCH SEXTON) AND REV. J.A.D. SELWYN (THEN PRESBYTER-IN-
CHARGE)



Dear Rev. Mullins,
I would like to wish you a very happy 100th birthday!   May
you enjoy your special day and every day that follows this
centennial milestone!

I had the privilege of singing in St. John’s Church choir in the
early seventies along with my sister Bernice and my brother
Daniel David.   Some of us were quite a wild and disorderly
bunch but you were kind and caring!  We came to love and
respect you as a disciplinarian and a man of great
integrity.  Your love for God was reflected in your life and in
your actions.  You have been a great inspiration in our life!

In March of 1973 you wrote me a letter, which I still treasure,
when I was feeling absolutely sad and discouraged.   Your
letter was empathetic and uplifting and gave me the
courage to get back up and move forward.   I never did
thank you but am glad of this opportunity to tell you how
much I appreciate your thoughtful gesture.   Over the past
four/five decades I learnt a lot in life through many of its
ups and downs.   Thankfully you have given me that
perception and assurance for which I am truly grateful.

May God continue to bless you with peace and health. 
Enjoy your special day!

Affectionately,
Jemina

JEMIMA EDWIN



THE PASTORATE COMMITTEE OF 1973-74
SHARED BY DEBORAH THOMPSON



I first met Rev. Mullins as a schoolboy of 13 when he visited our Christ Church Boy’s
School in Jabalpur as a young Scripture Union (CSSM) worker in 1953. He came along
with Rev. Cecil M. Johnson from whom he was going to take over (Incidentally it was Rev
Cecil Johnson who first led me to the Lord two years earlier.) I remember his talks in our
morning assemblies and his stories of the war in Burma where a tiger nearly took off his
toes. At the same time there was a lady Scripture Union worker teaching in the Girl’s
School and the rumour among the children was that they were going to be married
soon, which they were.

The next time I met Rev. Mullins was in 1971 in Pune when he came for the EFI conference
there. He was then the Presbyter of St. John’s Church in Bangalore and much older than
I remembered him. He was meeting Bro. Chandapilla of UESI.

In 1980 when we came to Bangalore and joined St. John‘s his youngest daughter was
helping in the church and I taught her some TAFTEE courses.

In September 1989 Rev. Mullins came to Bangalore and preached one Sunday in the
church. I was about to leave for Nottingham in England for my postgraduate studies,
and so they called Shanta and I to the altar steps and Rev. Mullins prayed for us and
dedicated us for this.

The last instance is an indirect one. and it relates to the Memorial Service on November
1, or All Saints Day in memory of those who had gone to glory in the preceding year.
Rev. Mullins refused to hold it on All Souls’ s Day (November 2) as he stated ‘we are
living saints not dead souls’. This was carried on for many years. When Rev. Vincent
Rajkumar wanted to change it to November 2, I put forward Mullins’ view, which I
considered Biblically correct. So, we still have it on November 1.

My memories of Rev. Mullins are very different from those of older members of the church
as I never knew him when he was the Presbyter of St. John’s. By the time we came to
Bangalore in 1980 he had long gone, and Rev. Vinay Samuel was the Presbyter. My
memories were much earlier, and I will mention five instances.

My family and I wish Rev. Mullins a very happy 100th Birthday and may God bless him with
all joy and good health.

DR. PETER S.C. POTHAN



I had just completed my High School, from St Joseph’s Boys
High School, when I was introduced to the Youth Fellowship
at St John’s Church in 1970. Then followed the two of the
best years of my youth with this group, before I went off for
my medical studies. It was in these two years, I experienced
the Christian leadership, love, regard and example of the
then pastor, Rev Joe Mullins, who, charged with a
Missionary zeal, had arrived to lead the parish at St John’s
Church, Bangalore, in the 1950s, having completed his
studies in Theology, after the war.

Rev. Mullins served in the British Army in WW II, seeing
active action against the Japanese in Burma (now
Myanmar). His calling came, when as a soldier, he was hit by
enemy gunfire, and a bullet pierced his steel helmet, but
only grazed his scalp and he escaped death by
millimetres. He is seen here, wearing the very same helmet
with that bullet hole…!

Rev Mullins gave me  a testimonial directly to the selection
committee at St John’s Medical College (I had used his name
as one of my referees), and I was told later, that this
testimonial was so powerful, that the selection committee,
could not refuse me a seat into the college in 1971. But the
rigors of the medical study, separated me from active
involvement at St John’s Church.

Thereafter I’ve been always attached to the Church, visiting
at least three times a year (Palm Sunday, to collect my
palm and shape it into a small cross that I carried with me in
my wallet all year through, in September around my
birthday, and around Christmas…!). But I practiced to the
very full, all that I learnt and was exposed to, of Christian
Doctrine, that I experienced in the compound of St John’s
Church, under the watchful eye of Rev Joe Mullins.

DR. C.S. RAJAN



This is how I remember, you, Rev Mullins, in Clear and Simple terms

The Cherished Saga of a Combat Soldier, and a Committed

Shepherd of the Congregational Sheep at St John’s Church,

Bangalore.

Commanding Stature of being tall, fair, moustached and with a giant
stride.

Controlled and Smooth conduct of all church activity.
Creative Sermons of in-depth analysis and understanding of the

Biblical verse of study.
Constructive and Soul seeking inference to apply into our lives.

Charming Smile, with warmth.
Curt and Strong when things met his disapproval, in fact, he was often

referred to as ‘Joe Blunt’…!
Children Specials in the form of the Sunday School was initiated by

him, and his late wife Edith Mullins, in the 1960s. They had 6 children of
their own.

Carefree and Spirited youngsters were grouped to form the Youth
Fellowship, at the same time too, and themed by the motto of Christ is

Supreme. 

Confirmation Sessions were regular, bringing the focus of Christ into
our adolescent lives.

Charity of Service and help to the less privileged was always a priority 

Community Spread and outreach was his mission, bringing the newer
residential areas across the railway lines (like Lingarajapuram), into the

fold of the main church.He left the parish, and migrated on a fresh
mission to Australia, where he continues to be active.

DR. C.S. RAJAN



It is my greatest pleasure and honour to write a few words
about our beloved Padre Mullins. We wish you many many
happy returns of the day.

I had joined St. John's Church Choir in my early teens with my
Dad the late Fenn Ebenezer Williams. I still remember those
days Padre Mullins conducting and teaching us to sing. During
practices he used to have a wooden wand and check us with
the wand when we go off beat. I cherish those happy, fun filled
times we used to have with him during our Choir picnics.

He was such a loving, adorable and an unassuming Padre with
a smile on his face always.   I can still recollect his full family
walking from the parsonage to the Church neatly dressed up
and greeting the Church members. I pray to the Almighty God
to bless his family abundantly.

Padre Mullins, we love you and cherish all the good memories
which are like fossils in my mind.

MARY NALINI ALPHONSE (WILLIAMS)

Rev Mullins, one memory that had stayed with me is when the
Youth Fellowship went to Nandi Hills by the steam engine train.
You took permission for us to climb on the sides and front of
the engine. We returned by the same train.

MANUEL PAUL



INDIA VISIT 1989: WITH ST. JOHN'S SCHOOL STUDENTS
PHOTO SHARED BY DAVID BARNABAS

INDIA VISIT 2012:  FROM LEFT: VINOD DAVID,
REV. JOE MULLINS, REV DR. VINAY SAMUEL,
CHRIS MULLINS, REV. VIOLET DENNIS (THEN
ASST. PRESBYTER), RACHAEL MULLINS, REV.
SATYANANDAM PAUL (THEN PRESBYTER-IN-
CHARGE), AND BERNARD HEREFORD



With a background in children’s mission, Joe introduced us to
systematic daily Bible readings from a young age, powerfully
influencing our lives.

I have wonderful memories of Joe and John Jacob taking us
young people on Scripture Union camps at Kumbalgud just
outside Bangalore - staying in cabins, enjoying campfires,
fishing, and swimming, and nurtured spiritually with chorus
singing and simple talks. Joe joined in group activities and
games participating with boundless energy and infectious
enthusiasm, traits which he brought to all his youth work. In my
early teens, these were some of the most enjoyable and
precious experiences of my life and formative years in faith.

During Lent, Joe took the school students through a flannel
graph illustrated narrative of John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress.
A wonderful ministry to young students, we enjoyed and learned
many wonderful faith lessons from that series.

Joe was a gifted teacher, preacher and leader of young people
while making Christian formation his priority, always
encouraging us to talk about our faith. He picked up a few Tamil
words which he employed very effectively in his sermons much
to the delight and amusement of the congregation. On the
subject of ‘procrastination’, Joe would say “No Nalaiki, Nalaiki”!

REV. PAUL SAMUEL

Rev Paul & 
Mrs Sue Samuel



Though Presbyter, he interacted with us all in such a spontaneous and natural
way, none of us felt unimportant in his presence, always feeling we were with a
friend, who enjoyed our company and had our best interests at heart. In our
later teen years and into our twenties, Joe was actively involved in the Youth
Fellowship playing an integral part in our faith, friendships and camaraderie. He
encouraged good leadership and built up youth leaders of character and faith, a
number of whom went on to various Christian ministries, and some the ordained
ministry, an answer to Joe and Edith’s prayers.

Edith did much of the background research and preparation of Joe’s sermons,
together they were a wonderful team, his sermons were a powerful influence on
the life of all his parishioners. Good Friday Service was a three-hour marathon,
Joe preaching seven sermons on the seven words from the cross. A packed
congregation went away spiritually blessed. Following the service, we enjoyed
hot cross buns and tea in the parish hall. In the evening Joe organised an
outdoor screening of the film “I Beheld His Glory”, the conversion of Cornelius
the Roman centurion, an opportunity for evangelistic outreach. Easter Day was a
glorious celebration.

Throughout the year he attended choir practice, helping us understand the
message of hymns, and building our faith. He also made sure the choir kids did
not become too boisterous in his firm but gentle way. It was a good strong choir,
and all of us choristers enjoyed it.

Christmas was a wonderful experience. Joe and the choir went carol singing to
various parishioners’ houses and nursing homes to spread Christmas cheer.

Joe was a man of immense energy, zipping around on his grey Lambretta
scooter, never one to sit and waste time, always busy and actively serving the
Lord and his parish. “He would rather burn out than rust out”.

During Joe’s ministry he touched, influenced, and blessed numerous lives,
leading many to a personal faith and commitment to our Lord Jesus Christ,
which continues to bear fruit to the present day. “Well done! Good and Faithful
Servant”!

REV. PAUL SAMUEL

Rev. Paul Samuel was
our youth fellowship
member, choir member

in the sixties and
excelled in blowing his
trumpet. His parents
took active part in

church activities.  Now
he is a retired pastor

in Melbourne, Australia.



DEBORAH BALLAL SHARES HER FOND MEMORIES IN THE
 2010 PULSE SPECIAL ISSUE



Rev. Joe Mullins   and his family bring a lot of memories. We heard about
Rev. Mullins in 1962 when Rev. Holder was retiring.   At that time, my
brothers Sam and John and my sister Grace were in the choir of the Great
English Church St. John's.   I was too small to read or write but wanted to
be in the choir.  So, Mr. David the organist allowed me to stand behind him 
and follow what he played.   I loved to sing, and he allowed me to follow
what he played as my ear music was excellent. So, I joined the choir when I
was four years old.

Choir practice was held on Friday evenings and was led by Rev. Mullins,
who played   the piano and accordion and could sing bass.   There was a
payment made to the choir when all of us stood outside the padre's vestry
where no one else was allowed to go in to get our weekly payment of Re.1
and 5 paise was cut for  every day one  was  absent.

A good sportsman, Rev. Mullins loved cricket.   He was always on the run.
He would never walk slowly. He was always on the sprint! He would 'fly'  on
the scooter; he seems to have asked Grace, whenever she rode pillion, if
she was still hanging on behind him on the scooter.   Remember his green
car when he took the choir to the Eventide Home on Richmond Road near
Joseph's Indian High School. .

I grew up and my best friends were Ruth and Jenny Mullins, the oldest girls
of Rev. Mullins. Spent all my time with them playing rounders at the back
of the parsonage or all three of us spent time in Uncle John's room behind
the parsonage. In fact, it was Rev. Mullins who taught me to swim at the
Binny swimming pool where we spent a whole day there, and I tried to
swim. Mr. Thangiah, the treasurer of the church granted us permission to
swim at the Binny pool.

Rev. Mullins added the line Semper Fidendum to the school song Nil
Desperandum, when he was the Chairman of the St. John’s High  School.

PANCHASHEILA  QADRI (NEE DAVID)



Those were lovely spiritual days. Talking
during the service was not at all allowed.
Rev. Mullins helped all the poor who came to
him for help.   The money got from the
harvest  and fruits or vegetables were given
to the poor the following Monday. When my
brother Daniel was bitten by a horrid
monkey on his back, I remember how Rev.
Mullins took him to the veterinary hospital
where they gave injections around his navel.

I have been in touch with them till today
praying God will be with them always . The
last time Padre Ruth and Christopher came
to India, Ruth stayed with me and all of them
came home for a wonderful meal.   In fact,
my husband's Christian name when he   was
baptised by immersion is Joseph thinking of
Joe Mullins. I have a lot of golden memories 
of the wonderful years I have spent with
them.

I wish Padre Mullins a wonderful Birthday as
he turns 100!  A great cricketer has scored a
century! My memories and a beautiful church
brought me from Belgaum to Rameswaram
where I   was transferred, back to St. John's
Church in Bangalore!

PANCHASHEILA  QADRI (NEE DAVID)

REV. JOE AND EDITH MULLINS WITH THEIR CHILDREN
(FRO LEFT) CHRIS,  BETH, RACHEL AND DANNY
(TWINS), JENNIE AND RUTH.



Hope your birthday will be a time of joy for you and those who
are at home with you and take care of you We at St. John’s
remember your birthday on July 16.  I imagine at 100 years you
must be having so many memories and so also your family.  So
glad that this issue of Pulse will have a special collage of
birthday messages, and very special memories from members
of St. John’s Church.

Happy Birthday, Rev. Mullins. May your birthday be a joyful get
together and full of love and best wishes from family, friends
and neighbours from St. John’s Church, Bangalore.

My first admiration for Rev. Joe Mullins was as a middle school
student at St John's High School. He would come with his piano
accordion and play for the children when he conducted the
Bible sessions for us at school assembly or Vacation Bible
School .

As a young person. Mrs. Edith Mullins groomed me for Sunday
School teaching and Rev. Mullins for outreach ministry. It was
during this time that the Divya Shanthi outreach work was
initiated.

I experienced great joy when Rev. Mullins came forward and
put up a small cottage for Uncle John Jacob, his co-partner in
children's ministry.

I praise and thank God for Rev. Mullins and wish him a great
happy birthday and all God's blessings.

PADMINI HASTINGS

NITA ISAAC

NITA ISAAC (LEFT) & PADMINI HASTINGS



My parents, the late Mr. Edward and Eleanor Thangiah, took
membership at St. John’s Church in the early 1960’s when Rev. William
Holder was the Presbyter-in-charge. The year 1962 saw a tall dignified
man in black trousers and black shirt with a white collar take charge of
the church and that was none other than Rev. Joe Mullins. My early
years was spent worshipping with Rev. Mullins and Mrs. Edith Mullins
who have had a huge impact on me.

Sunday School classes were held after the morning service and Rev.
Mullins would make it so lively with his accordion, and Mrs. Mullins with
her soft voice narrating stories would literally make the Holy Bible
come alive. Rev. Mullins was instrumental in starting the Youth
Fellowship in 1962. He encouraged the youth to take up the mantle of
leadership from a young age.

This family lived a very simple life and the Parsonage was always kept
open (at stipulated timing) for members to visit. I vividly remember the
large dining table where family prayers were held, and we too had
been a part of this memorable time of singing and praying on many
occasions. Ruth, the eldest, and I are of the same age. Memories of
playing together, trying to learn memory verses, to taking part in little
plays at church was fun. We were also confirmed together! Jenny was
younger but used to be with us. I remember going to CSI Hospital every
time there was an addition to the Mullins’ family.  The blue eyes of the
babies used to enamour me!

Rev. Mullins was one person who never failed to pay regular visits to
members of the congregation. Over a cup of tea, Rev. Mullins would
counsel and spend time with the families he visited, prayed with them
and off he would go on his blue Lambretta scooter.

How can I forget the Confirmation classes!! Rev. Mullins was so strict
and never did any of us candidates miss a class or failed to learn what
we had to. We were always on time and most disciplined!!

INDRANI SUDARSHAN



My father, the Late Mr. Edward Thangiah,
served as the 1st Indian Treasure of St.
John’s Church, while Rev. Mullins was
Presbyter in charge. He held this post for 18
long years, I recall how Rev. Mullins and my
dad along with the other PC members spent
time discussing and planning the future of
this beautiful church.

Utmost on Rev. Mullins’ mind was how to
help the needy, try to give education to
those who deserved it, regular home visits,
administering Holy Communion especially
to those who were sick and above all to
keep his church vibrant and active.

Padre, you are so blessed to celebrate your
100th birthday with all your loved ones and
we your well-wishers are blessed to be a
part of this journey with you.

God bless and prayers for many more
birthdays to come !!!

Indrani Sudarshan

(but Padre, you always called me Rani

Thangiah ... Eddie’s youngest.)

INDRANI SUDARSHAN

CONFIRMATION 1972: INDRANI SUDARSHAN (CENTRE ROW,
FIFTH FROM LEFT) WITH REV. JOE MULLINS AND RT. REV. W. V.
KARL, THEN BISHOP, KCD 



PHOTOS SHARED BY DEBORAH THOMPSON



Magical moments in golden
memories from a couple who
came to know the Lord Jesus
as Saviour and Redeemer and
how to study God's Word,
through their - Hero,
Shepherd, Mentor, and the
Wind beneath their wings. 
Dear Rev Joe Mullins, we loved
you then, and love you even
more now for being such an
inspiration in the lives of my
husband the late Bobby Josefs
and mine. 100 years -- wow,
awesome, that's God's grace
alone. Happy birthday more
blessings still to come. I remain
with the greatest revere in my
heart, yours in Christ Jesus.

Cheers to the wish you were

here, but you’re not! Dreams

bring back all the memories

and memories, memories

bring back YOU. 

So, hang on to memories.

MARY JOSEFS

REV. JOE MULLINS WITH THE HAPPY COUPLE 
MARY AND BOBBY JOSEFS



1974: CHOIR FAREWELL TO REV. JOE AND EDITH MULLINS
PHOTO SHARED BY THOMAS SWAROOP

SEATED FROM LEFT: REENA ISAAC, WINNIFRED KISHANDER, GITA DARSHAN, GRACE DAVID, MR. FELICITA STEPHENS, REV. JOE AND
EDITH MULLINS, REV FLINDERS STEPHENS, FRANK AARON, ALBERT DAVID, PETER PEREIRA

STANDING FIRST ROW FROM LEFT: SUJATA SATYAVRATHA, SHEILA MICHAEL, LIZZIE PHILIP, MARY BOWERS, MARY JOSEFS,
PANCHASHEILA QADRI, RUTH MULLINS, NALINI DAVID, GRACE PHILIP, VEENA THOMAS, SUHASINI STEPHENS

STANDING SECOND (CENTRE) ROW FROM LEFT: LATE BOBBY JOSEFS, LATE FENN WILLIAMS, ANDREW SAMUEL, STANLEY WILLIAMS,
ANAND THOMAS, DANIEL DAVID, EPHRAIM SELVARAJ, PERIN REES, MANU CHERIAN, JAYKIRAN SELVARAJ, VICTOR D’MONTE,

GEORGE PARKER
LAST ROW STANDING FROM LEFT: JEMIMA DAVID, SHOBHA MENZIL, BERNICE DAVID, SHALINI REES, MONICA CHARLES, LILLIAN

D’MONTE, PAUL SAMUEL, THOMAS SWAROOP, ALEX OOMEN, CYRIL DAVID, MICKEY MORTON




